Reference Niomber: P-24573 
[Dispatch Number] 291772 
Dispatch Date: Aug. 10, 2005 

NOTICE OF REASONS FOR REJECTION 
Patent application number: 1996 (Heisei 8) , Japanese Patent Application 
No. 147421 

Drafting date: August 4, 2 005 

Examiner of Japanese Patent Office: Yoko Watanabe 3344 4V00 
Representative of Patent Applicant : Mr. Shohei Oguri ( and other 7 persons ) 
Applied Articles: Clauses 1 and 2, Article 29, and Article 36 

The present application should be rejected due to the following 
reason- If there is an opinion, a written argument must be submitted 
within 60 days from the date of dispatch of this notice . 

REASONS 

1- Since the inventions associated with the following Claims of this 
application are inventions set forth in the following publications 
distributed in Japan or in foreign countries prior to the filing of the 
present application, they fall within Clause 1-3, Article 29 of Patent 
Law, and cannot be granted patent . 

2. The inventions associated with the following Claims of the present 
application cannot be granted patent by the provisions of Clause 2 , Article 
2 9 of Patent Law, since the inventions have been easily made by those 
having the common knowledge in the technical field to which the inventions 
belong prior to the filing of the present application based on the 
inventions set forth in the following cited references which have been 
distributed in Japan or foreign countries prior to the filing of the 
present application. 

3. The descriptions of the patent claims do not satisfy the provisions 
of Clause 6-2, Article 36 of Patent Law. 
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REMARKS 

(As regards the cited references, refer to the list of the cited references , 
etc- ) 

(Reason 1) 
Claims 1 to 6 
Cited Reference 1 

• Note 

In cited reference 1, there is described a multiple-layer coated 
fine particles used for electro-viscous fluid obtained by forming an 
electro-conductive layer made of a metal, an electro-conductive resin, 
etc. on resin particles, and further coating the resulting surface with 
an electrically insulating coating made of a metal oxide, an insulating 
resin, etc. (patent claim, p. 2, from left upper col., line 6 to left 
lower col., line 3, from p. 2, right lower col., line 17 to p. 3, left 
upper col., line 2) 

Here, though in cited reference 1 it is not set forth that the 
refractive index of each coated layer is different from each other, it 
is recognized that, since refractive index is a physical property value 
inherent to the material constituting each coated layer, the refractive 
index of each layer must be different so far as the material of each 
layer is different as a matter of course. 

Accordingly, the invention of the present application is the one 
set forth in cited reference 1. 

(Reason 2) 
Claims 1 to 5 
Cited references 2 to 8 

• Note 

In cited reference 2, there are described electric rheology fluid 
obtained by dispersing composite particles (hereinafter referred to as 
ER particles) composed of a core body made of an organic polymer compound, 
and a surface layer made of an inorganic material having an electric 
rheology effect, an ink composition containing said fluid, and the use 
of said ER particles as colored ones by incorporating a pigment, etc. 



in the core body or the surface layer (Claims 1 to 3, and paragraph [0015] , 
[0016] and [0035] ) . 

V On the other hand, since it is a well-known technique to provide 

a plurality of coatings made of a metal or a metal oxide on core particles 
in order to enhance color tone, gloss, etc. in the manufacture of colored 
particles (For example, refer to cited references 3 to 8, etc.)^ those 
skilled in the art can readily perform preparation of multiple-layer 
coated particles based on the aforementioned well-known technique in 
converting the ER particles in cited reference 2 into colored ones. 

Further, in the present invention, the advantageous effect caused 
by making the particles coated with multiple layers is just within such 
an extent that those skilled in the art can predict from the aforementioned 
well-known technique . 

(Reason 3) 

In Claim 4, there is described "a powder for an electric rheology 
fluid set forth in Claim 1 or 2 in which said inorganic metal compound 
layer is a metal oxide layer". But, since "an inorganic metal compound 
layer" is not set forth in Claim 1, it is ambiguous what "said inorganic 
metal compound layer" in Claim 4 indicates . 

<Cares on amendment> 

(1) In the case where any amendment is made for the specification, the 
portion where the description has been altered by the amendment must 
be underlined (Implementing Regulations for Patent Law, Style No. 13, 
Note 6) . 

(2) An amendment must be made within the range of matters self-evident 
from the matter set forth in the specification or drawings at the time 
of original filing in addition to the matters set forth in the specification 
or drawings at the time of original filing. If any amendment is made, 
the reason that the amendment is legitimate must be stated, in a written 
argument, for each amended item after clearly reciting the corresponding 
part describing the basis for the amendment in the specification or 
drawings at the time of original filing. 
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LIST OF THE CITED REFERENCES, ETC. 



1 . 


Japanese 


Patent 


Laid- 


•open 


No. 


93898/1991 


2 . 


Japanese 


Patent 


Laid- 


•open 


No. 


109345/1996 


3 . 


Japanese 


Patent 


Laid- 


•open 


No. 


93206/1994 


4 . 


Japanese 


Patent 


Laid- 


•open 


No. 


115071/1987 


5. 


Japanese 


Patent 


Laid- 


•open 


No. 


158077/1989 


6. 


Japanese 


Patent 


Laid- 


•open 


No. 


169412/1985 


7 . 


Japanese 


Patent 


Laid- 


■open 


No. 


168163/1992 


8 . 


Japanese 


Patent 


Laid- 


•open 


No. 


120351/1991 



RECORD OF INVESTIGATION RESULT 
FOR PRECEDING TECHNICAL REFERENCES, ETC. 
• Investigated fields 

IPC, the seventh editionC09K 3/00 

C10M161/00 
B22F 1/02 

If there is any inquiry concerning the content of this notice 
of reasons for rejection, please contact the following person- 
Third Patent Examination Department, Applied Organic Materials 
Tomohiro Ogawa 

Tel: 03 (3581) 1101 Extension: 3483 

Fax: 03 (3581) 1343 
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